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NARRATIVE OF USS LI!jLl';iIN (AC;SS555) SNTPIS HISTORY -- -----*-- --- 

DOLPHIN'S cons  t r u c t i o r l  co!ar:lcnced a t  Por t smouth  Naval 
. S h i p y a r d ,  Por t smouth ,  N . H .  oil f h e  f i r s t  o f  June  1962.  A f t e r  
s i x  y e a r s  o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n  L)OLF!ilN was l aunched  011 t h e  e i g h t h  
o f  Junc  1968.  Mrs. D a n i e l  1;. liZ'(i1JYE (Wife of  S e n a t o r  INOUYE 
D-Hawaii)  a c t e d  a s  s h i p ' s  s p o n s o r .  Two months l a t e r  on 1 7  
August  1968 DOLI'HIN was p l a c e 6  i n  comn~is s ion  by Rear  Admiral  
Roy S .  BENSON, USN, Con~rnaridar:t, F i r s t  Naval  D i s t r i c t .  The 
s h j p  was a s s i g n e d  a s  an  o p e r a ?  i o n a l  u n i t  o f  S l ~ b m a r i n e  Squadron 
THO,  a  component o r  Submsrine Fgorce, U . S .  A t l a n t i c  F l e e t .  
LOUR John K .  MCDO;\~I\IT~~LI,,  USi\:, .5963S 8/11 00 became DOLPHIN1 s f i  r s t  
Conlnianding O f f i c e r .  I n i t i a l  seat t r i a l s  t ook  p l a c e  September 
t h r o u g h  Dccerllber 19fi8 w i t h  "Llrc ship r e a c h i n g  an ullprecerierltcd 
t e s t  dep th  f o r  submar ines  on 2 4  h'oven~her 1968.  Board of  I n s p e c t i o n  
and Survey  t r S a l s  were c o a ~ p l ? t c d  i n  J a n u a r y  1969.  A f t e r  s e v e r a l  
weeks o f  t o r p e d o  l a u n c h i n g  .tc;i o p e r ?  t i  011s o f f  Nerspurt , Rhode 
I s l a n d  i i ~  1:ebruary LlOl ,~ ' i I !N d e p a r t e d  f o r  o p e r a t i o n s  a t  A t l a n t i c  
Underseas  T e s t  and E v a l u a t i o n  Cen te r  (AUTEC)  r a n g e  f a c i l i t i e s  
i n  t h e  Tonguz o f  t h e  Ocean,  Ballamas, 13WI. O p e r a t i o n s  a t  AUTEC 
took  p l a c e  i n  Dfarcll and A p r i l  o f  1969.  The s h i p  r e t u r n e d  t o  
Poi-tsmouth, New tJampshj s c ,  h e r  oi  f i c i a 1  homeport  i n  May f o r  a  
R e s t r i r . t e 2  A v a i l a b i l i t y  which l s s t e d  i r i t o  J u l y .  O p e r a t i o n s  
d u r j n g  t h e  p e r i o d  <July t ' 7 ~ ~ ) i l : F )  Seplenkl~er 1969  were  Invo! v c d  
. ,4 L - 4  -1- ; 1 : 4- . i 
W L  L I L  t G I I J  J A L y  i , T i d  ~ t > ; , i  Y C , !  LI ~CLJ:; :<rid cj ~ ~ ~ l t i i ~ u ~ t ;  C i i  C J ~  t u i p c d ~  
t e s t  l a u n c h i r ~ g s  o u t  o f  I\Iewl-~ort, K . 1 .  Thus COI-lcludcd DOLPIIIN's 
Phase  I o p e r a t i o n s  which covcrccl t h e  p e r i o d  September  1968 t o  
Oc tobe r  1969.  T h e s e  o p e r a t i o r l s  viere p r i m a r i l y  d i r e c t e d  towards  
p r o v i n g  t h a t  a  d e e p - d i v i n g  s u b m a r i n e  c a p a b l e  o f  i n d e p e n d e n t  
o p e r a t i o n s  a t  s e a  c o u l d  be  l ~ u i l t ;  and t o  t e s t i n g  weapons and 
l a u n c h e s  a t  d c p t h .  

On 15 Oc tobe r  1959 DOLPI1TN co~nmenced h e r  PSA and Phase I 1  
co l tve r s ion  a t  P o r t s m o s t h  Naval S h i p y a r d  i n  P o r t s m o u t h ,  N . H .  The 
c o n v e r s j o n  p l i m a r i l y  c o n s i s t e d  o f  t h e  removal  o f  t h e  s h i p s  t o r p e d o  
t u b e  and t h e  i n s t a l l a l i o n  01 a l~o:): s o n a r  dome e x t e n d i n g  t h e  s h i p s  
l e n g t h  some 1 3  f e e t .  On 2 0  June  1 9 7 0  CDR John  R .  SEESHOLTZ 
r e l i e v e d  C U R  NcDOKNELL t o  b e c o ~ r ~ e  DOLFHIN ' s  second  Ccn~manding O f f i c e r  . 
Fol lowing  the s h i p s  con>,-ers ion wkich l a s t e d  n e a r l y  ofie y e a r  UOLPIIIX 
d e p a r t e d  P o r t s m o u t h ,  H . H .  Scpt.cmber 1 0 ,  1970 t o  change h o ~ n e p o r t s  
t o  San Diego,  C a l i f o r n i a .  The i n t e r  f l e e t  t r a n s f e r  took  two months 
w i t h  DOLPHIN s t o p p i n g  a t  Bcr~i~ucla,  San J u a n ,  P . R . ,  Canal  Zone, 
Acapulco and M a z a t l a n ,  Mexico.  Th? s h i p  chopped t o  Commander i n  
C h i e f ,  U.S .  P;ri , lf ic F l e e t  t h e  7 tT1 o f  Oc tobe r  1970 becomirlg a u r l i t  
o f  Submar i~ le  Development Group O h E .  Upon a r r i v a l  i r ~  San Dicgo on 
7 Noverllber 1970 D O I , P I I I N  moored a t  Naval  Underseas  Resea rch  arid 
~ e v e l o p ~ n e n t  C e n t e r  where a n  c x t c ~ s i v e  prograln was begun which would 
e q u i p  t h e  s h i p  w i t h  t h e  l a t e s t  clr,\-c1opmer;tal s o n a r  and a s s o c i a t e d  
e l c c t r o n i c s .  Sea  t e s t s  of  t k ~ s e  J L C W  s y s t e m s  were conduc ted  J a n u a r y  
t h r o u g h  March 1 9 7  1 i n  p r e p a r a t i  r)n f o r  an e x t e c d e d  o c e a n o g r a p h i c  
reseal-clr  cruise t o  t h e  Gulf  o f  A l a s k a .  



ENCLOSURE ( 2 j  

CHRONOLOGY OF OU'I'STANDING EVENTS (1970) - 

9 May 1970 Undocked from drydock #1, Por tsmouth  Naval 
S h i p y a r d  

15  J u l  1970 O f f i c i a l  Change: o f  homeport t o  San Diego,  
C a l i f o r n i a .  Conlmenced Sea T r i a l s .  

2 4  Aug 1970 Completed PSA. 

10 Sep 1970 Enroute f o r  San Diego,  Ca l . i . fo rn ia .  

17-20  Sep 1970 Refue?- /Replenishment  s t o p  and r e c r e a t i o n a l  
v i s i t  a t  Hers:uda, B.1V.J. 

27 Sep - 1 Oct  1970 Refue l /Kep len i shmen t  s t o p  and r c c r e a t i o n a l  
v i s i t  a t  San J u a n ,  P u e r t o  R i c o .  

7 Oct  1970 E n t e r  Panama Cana l .  Chop t o  Commander i n  
C h i e f ,  U.S. P a c i f i c  F l e e t .  

8-10 Oct  1970 Refue l /Rep len i shmen t  s t o p  and r e c r e a . t i o n a 1  
v i s i t  a t  Rodman, Cana l  Zone. 

2 @ - 2 3  Ocf:  1 9 / 0  R e f u e l / R e p l r n i ~ h m c n t  s l o p  and r e c r e a t i o n a l  
~ i s i i  at. A c a p u ~ c v ,  i r i e x i ~ u .  

2 8 - 3 1  Oct  1970 Kefuel /Repler l i  shment s t o p  and  r e c r e a t i o n a l  
v i s i t  a t  Mazat-Ian, Mexico. 

Q 

7 Ndv 1970 A r r i v e  San  Diego ,  C a l i f o r n i - a .  Begin  Phase I1  
s o n a r  and e l e c t r o n i c s  i n s t a l l a t i o n  a t  Naval 
Underseas  R e s e a r c h  and Development C e n t e r .  

E n c l  ( 2 )  t o  CO USS lIOLPI1IN (AGSS55:  
I t r  5 7 0 0  S e r  3 3  o f  4 Mar 1971 


